Art Intent Statement

Intent: Introduction, Vision and Philosophy

At Park Gate Primary School, Art is a powerful and valued part of our creative curriculum. We believe that every
child is an artist and should have the opportunity to explore, experiment and express themselves through a wide
range of artistic experiences. Our vision for art education is rooted in creativity, curiosity, and confidence. We aim to
nurture children’s imagination and develop their ability to think critically, reflect deeply and communicate visually.

Our art curriculum is designed to expose children to diverse artistic styles, artists and cultures — both historical and
contemporary — helping them to understand the role of art in society and its relevance to their own lives. We want
our pupils to build a lifelong appreciation for art, unlocking their creative potential and supporting their wellbeing,
personal growth and enjoyment of learning.

Implementation: What does Art look like at Park Gate?

We recognise that our children join us with a range of artistic experiences and natural abilities. Our curriculum
ensures that all children have equal access to high-quality art education through a well-sequenced and progressive
structure. Using the National Curriculum as a foundation, we teach children to use a wide range of materials and
techniques, developing their skills in drawing, painting, sculpture, collage, textiles and digital media.

¢ Art is taught regularly across all year groups, either weekly or through focused creative blocks.

¢ Lessons are based on progression documents, knowledge organisers and vocabulary maps, ensuring skills and
knowledge are built upon each year.

¢ Children explore the work of a diverse range of artists, designers and craftspeople from different cultures,
backgrounds and time periods.

¢ Sketchbooks are used from Year 1 upwards to record ideas, practise techniques, and reflect on their own creative
journey.

¢ Our school celebrates children's artwork through displays, exhibitions, assemblies and whole-school art projects.
¢ We provide cross-curricular opportunities to connect art with other subjects such as history, science and
geography, enriching learning and deepening understanding.

e Where possible, we invite local artists into school and participate in community arts events and competitions.

e Art is also embedded in our wider school culture — used to promote wellbeing, celebrate diversity and encourage
self-expression.

Our teaching is led by class teachers and supported by our subject leader for Art, who provides guidance, CPD and
resources to ensure a consistent and inspiring approach across the school.

Impact: Evidence and Assessment

We assess children’s progress in art by reviewing their sketchbooks, final pieces and contributions to discussions and
evaluations. Formative assessment is ongoing and supports teachers in identifying next steps and recognising
achievement.

The impact of our Art curriculum is seen in the enthusiasm and engagement of our pupils, the quality and diversity of
their work, and their ability to talk confidently about the artistic process. Our children leave Park Gate Primary
School with a strong foundation in art and design, an appreciation of creativity, and the confidence to express
themselves artistically throughout their lives.
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