History Intent statement

Intent: Introduction, Vision and Philosophy

At Park Gate Primary, our History curriculum is designed to nurture curiosity
about the past and build an understanding of how it shapes our present and
future. We aim to inspire children to ask and answer thoughtful questions, increase
their knowledge, and develop chronological awareness while acquiring the skills to think like a
historian. Through carefully chosen historical events and periods, children are immersed in
meaningful projects that allow them to explore history in context, use accurate vocabulary, and
produce historically informed accounts.

Our vision is for pupils to develop a love of history, appreciate diversity and continuity, and
recognise their place in the wider story of humanity. We want them to leave Park Gate equipped
with the knowledge and skills to reflect on the past, make connections to the present, and approach
the future with curiosity and respect.

Implementation: : What does Physical Education look like at Park Gate?
We teach history through an integrated, project-based approach that engages children in enquiry

and investigation. Progression is carefully structured across year groups, allowing children to build
on prior knowledge and deepen their understanding of historical concepts and skills.

e Early Years and Key Stage 1: History begins with children’s own experiences. In Year R,
pupils explore their past by talking with families, peers, and their community. They compare
similarities and differences between people and times. As they move through KS1, children
explore history within living memory and beyond. For example, Year 1 investigate the Great
Fire of London, while Year 2 examine the Titanic and the achievements of pioneers such as
Neil Armstrong, Tim Peake and Katherine Johnson. They learn to imagine the experiences of
people in the past and compare these with life today.

e Key Stage 2: Pupils continue to develop their chronological understanding and are
introduced to a wider range of periods and civilisations. They explore themes such as the
Stone Age through to the Romans, Anglo-Saxons, World War Il and early civilisations
including the Egyptians, Greeks and Maya. Pupils use enquiry skills to investigate sources,
ask and answer historical questions, and present findings through writing, drama and
interactive projects. Trips, visitors and historical texts help them to empathise with people
from the past and see the impact of history on the modern world.

Enrichment opportunities, such as visitors, workshops, and whole-school assemblies, further bring
history to life. These highlight the impact of significant people, events, and traditions on the modern
world.

Impact: Evidence and Assessment

The impact of our History curriculum can be seen in the enthusiasm of our pupils and the quality of
their work. Children develop strong enquiry skills, can talk confidently about historical events, and
use subject-specific vocabulary with accuracy.

Formative assessment is used throughout projects to gauge understanding and address
misconceptions. Pupils are encouraged to make connections across time periods, reflect on how
history shapes society, and demonstrate their knowledge through a variety of outcomes, including
writing, drama, research projects and presentations.
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By the end of their journey at Park Gate, children will:
e Have a secure chronological framework of British and world history.
e Be able to think critically, analyse evidence, and empathise with people from the past.
e Be prepared for KS3 with a love of history, confidence in enquiry, and an appreciation of
how the past continues to shape the world we live in today.
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