
 

Religious Education Curriculum Intent Statement  

At Park Gate Primary School, Religious Education (RE) is about helping children 

develop awareness and understanding of the beliefs, practices, and values of 

people within their community and across the wider world. We aim to nurture 

respectful, tolerant, and compassionate individuals who value diversity, show 

empathy, and live by principles of kindness and fairness. 

Our RE curriculum follows Living Difference IV, the agreed syllabus for Hampshire, Portsmouth, 

Southampton, and the Isle of Wight. Christianity is taught every year, alongside Judaism, Hinduism, 

and Islam, so that children encounter both Abrahamic and Dharmic faiths at age-appropriate stages. 

Running throughout the curriculum are our Golden Threads of Belonging, Community, Love, and 

Special. These are revisited across year groups to ensure children develop a deep and meaningful 

understanding as they progress. 

We want children at Park Gate not only to learn about religion but also to learn from religion, 

developing their own sense of identity, moral awareness, and appreciation of others. 

Implementation 

• The curriculum is structured through discrete units of work, with meaningful links made to wider 

integrated projects where appropriate. 

• Christianity is studied every year alongside one additional world religion: 

  – EYFS & KS1: Christianity and Judaism 

  – Lower KS2 (Years 3–4): Christianity and Hinduism 

  – Upper KS2 (Years 5–6): Christianity and Islam 

• All units are taught through a Cycle of Enquiry: Communicate, Apply, Inquire, Contextualise, 

Evaluate. This approach begins with the child’s own experiences and extends to critical reflection on 

religious and philosophical ideas. 

• The curriculum makes explicit links to British Values, ensuring children understand how respect, 

tolerance, democracy, and individual liberty are lived in practice. 

• Teachers actively use first-hand experiences, celebrations, and stories to bring learning to life. 

Opportunities are taken to include the traditions of children within the class. 

• Progression is carefully mapped, ensuring children revisit key concepts (Golden Threads) at greater 

depth as they move through the school. 

• The subject leader, Mrs Lock, monitors and supports the teaching of RE across the school, ensuring 

high-quality provision and staff confidence. 

Impact 

Children at Park Gate develop into respectful, thoughtful, and reflective learners who can recognise 

similarities and differences between faiths and worldviews. They gain the skills to think critically, 

express their own views, and listen to those of others with empathy and understanding. 

Assessment is ongoing throughout the Cycle of Enquiry, enabling teachers to identify children’s 

progress in knowledge, skills, and reflective thinking. By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils will have a 

secure understanding of Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, and Islam, as well as the ability to make 

connections between faiths and their own experiences. 



 

Ultimately, the impact of RE at Park Gate is seen in children who value diversity, demonstrate 

compassion, and are well-prepared for life in modern Britain and the wider world. 

 

Now immerse yourself in our Religious Education curriculum by taking a journey through the learning 

at Park Gate Primary School… 

Step into Early Years and you will see children exploring their world, enjoying celebrations such as 

Chinese New Year, and learning about Christian traditions like Christmas as well as Jewish traditions. 

If there are children from other faith backgrounds in the class, aspects of their traditions are often 

included too. 

In Year 1, children explore Christianity through Harvest and Jesus’ Birthday, while in Year 2, they 

investigate the Christmas Journey and events in the Life of Jesus, alongside learning about Jewish 

home life and Passover. 

In Years 3 and 4, the focus is on Christianity and Hinduism, with children reflecting on Changing 

Emotions at Easter and exploring stories of Creation. 

Moving into Years 5 and 6, Christianity and Islam become the focus. Here, pupils engage with more 

complex concepts, such as Community (Umma) and Belonging in Muslim life, alongside Christian 

beliefs and traditions. 

Throughout the school, the Golden Threads of Belonging, Community, Love, and Special are 

revisited, with the nuances of these ideas explored in greater depth as children grow. 

If you would like to find out more, please see our Long Term Curriculum Maps. 

The Subject Leader for Religious Education is Mrs Lock. 

 


